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CREY OEPORY OF THE COMBAT LOGS OF C.130 T48K FORCE ALPHA 302 MISSION

We arrived iz the area just before 1000 looml, 2% June 1988, There
was & low, thin undercast ei 500 feet, so we penstréted & hole about eight
miler south, in the vieinity of the abendened Prek Lok field., e were forced
to rempin st 300 wader the overcast, following & roed up te Batum, We amde
a low pses, spotted some army trucke, and landed oo mumway 34 at 1005, We

were In good radle ecmiset with "Allen Alphs,”™ & ground-bused forward air

" centroller wham ALCC had told us to camtast, but who knew nothing of the
etatuz of the airfield, There wes sbselutely no radio conteot with Keatus the
entire day. We advised AICC of the field conditieom, westber, aliimeter
seiting, and that it wes poseible to get into the field,

¥hile loading, we were told YWy pround troope to sxpeci & wortar atiack,
since hostile troops were in the aves, apd imvariadly fire whemever fized wing
aireraf't land, They had iaken mortar roaumde every day for the last week,
d procedure with ealn
winde and we lew to Tuy Hinh, The fact that we hed been imto both Tsy Himd

¥e tock off &t 1020 e vy 16, the recommmds

apd Zatua later proved lovaluebls.

The 307 slesion landed at Kstus later, ant hed a blown tire, Missicn
304 waz coircling overhead & whils after, and teak cme 50 wliber roudd
through the carge cospariment

ALCC aiwerted we Into Ten Sca Mhut to plek up tires, & jack axd

saintenance teas to take to Kntum for Homey 303, 4t Ten Son ihut, we were
briefed by 304 on firing at Ketus and oew his dasmge. 5o memticred be had




taker his hit & couple of miles mowrth of the field and was never able o
"Allen Alpbe” approsching Eatus and

iand, ALDC ones agals ¢old w o eoniSet
said thet Fighter escort would weet we and could be comiacied on Allen's

We took off from Ten Son Ehut &t 1249 with a jsck, tires, snd twe
gintersnce aen, ITwenty-five miles south of Ketws, we wslled Allen Alpha
and esked showt our fighter support. He bad jJust lesrned
be supported by fightars, Sines the fighters Imd not been scresbled, we told

him we Bould land inssdistely, to get Homey 303 out ss eoom se possible. e
told wr to adviee him If we took fire, and he would try te get fighter support

S5 sesmed umsble 4o seramble sy fighters

immediately. 4= 8 satter of fast,

A maximes offort landing wee sede on rumesy 3 with a stralghtin, amg
appromoh &1 1315, snd ac hits were taken. The malntensnce team, tires &nd
jack were unlosded; & 195 nilliseter howitzer and twe thoussnd pounds of
flares vers ouloaded, The howitzer was loaded in H compartment and the flares
in frent of i, whish v6e the enly peseibility for center of gwvwily
1imdtstions, A pallet of Darrier nets was elac londed om the remp,

Orownd tine ot Eatus wes £1fty ainetes, and just before takeoff, it
started to min, 4 muisys offert takeoff wap mide from MEwey 16 8t 1408,
Clizd out wes on the 165 degree radial with 508 flups, pear up, at 1X »
¥e used the same aves &= our approsch, sinoe we had lekem no hits golng into
Ratwn.

Turee pdles out st

3000 feet, we felt ap lmpeet and the Alrerafi Comwnde




said he thought we had bwen hit, The Lokdums
a fire baek bere!® He firet thought the fire wes st of the left gesr
bechuse of the reflection of the flames, Golng for a fire extinguisher,
he saw that the five war on the loft wing, and 10ld the rest of 4he orew,

© Slmultamecunly, the Alrereft Coommnder noticed thet number cne engine
and the left wing wers on fire, fe called, "Nusder ene iz on fire end I &n
feathering 1t!" Ho pulled musder cme fire emergency sontrel handle, and
moved the condition lever to feaiber. He sococmplished those setions himself
beasuse Dotk comtrole were olese 1o him and tims was vitsl, The Alrosaft
Comsunder bad the Cowpllot discdarge the Fire extisguisher agent, and then
an the Wing fire. |

The Afreraft Comsander twrmed back toward Fatus, but decided egatust

bit, and we did not want to go into & short fleld under those comditions,
As It twrned out, 1t wes the corveet decision., The Alroveft
the Navigator for a heading to the neerest field, The Hewigetor suggested
Tay Hinh and a heading of 200 degress. Tay Mink has & 7900 ruway ve
900! at Ketus, which was slse @ sowwiderstion, The Alrersf? Comsander
turned and the Co-plist mwitebed o guard clannel and decelred an emergency,
- while the Havigstor called on 811 othwr frequeneles, and the Flight Engineer
sat the IIT on emsrgeney. The Engineer later stated that he saw No. 1 fire
1ight come on at this tise.

ter anlled, “Bir, thers's

ander aaked
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The Alroreft Commmnder elipped the alreveft swny from the fire, dut
this was {veffective, However, the {lre 414 not seex to be mowing toward
the fuselage. Homey 307 later reporied 3 fiftess second burst of
autoontic weapons fire was cbserved whan we were hit, ind sald thet the
aivereft appeared to be epgulfed in flames. The sighting of tvo parechutes
fres cur sireraft wus also reporied by Homey 303, which was still on the
ground at Ketan, Ve think the left outbosrd 20-emn 11fe paflt left the
siveraft at thiz poing; sné the sighting of this and alvplene parts burning

The Cowpilot, uwsing & vimml fix on Tay Miuh, reported our position as
wﬁmmwmm&, feveral alireraft smswered the ocull, snd
Dustoff 159, who was in the ares, followed uwe fros [iftesn miles cul and
was veidy to give aid i the event of a forced landing befere Tay Nimh,

$bolle the Co-pilot Wreadosst the Neyday, the Alroreft Commnder raised
the flep mndles, but spparently there wasz no power 1o the gwge, and the
fiap position indieator remsined off seals. The flaps 4id not retrect, but
© Tne Afroveft Commnder told the Flight Engineer to dump fuel from the
i by the deubls thicimess of

left wing. The operation wis severely hampere
Flight Engineer broke the wire om nusber cne and auxiiiary tauks with a
g the loft wing's fuel sllowed w to

1o brek the nuaber

sorewdriver, ¥We later felt thet dump

4a




remain alrborse an sdditienal 10 ~ 15 seconds, becsuse the heavier right
wing counterested the relling tendeney to the left during the Iater poation
of the flight,

e pregare for bailout,

and the loadometer bLrought parechutes forenyd for the srew, and put ons on.
The Alverert Comsmnder had the So-pilet held full right rolder, which was

eontinoed ustil sheet fiml.

ng in & neerby rics peddy whows
1@%%&@&%%@%&@&%&&%%@&3
narthenst of Tey Bink), and setumlly turned the sirereft toserd 1t, but
decided to continue toward Tay Nish, since the siresuft wes still ccuirolisbls,

and be saw the ruway 2t Tay Ninh end thought we Imd » olénee to make 1t.

Ttility hydreulic pressure was lost almost lmmedisiely after we were i,
However, it took us a couple of minuies to realize this. We 2ad suxllsry axd
booster hydreulie pressure at all timse, The Exglmeer and londmster were
sent to the resy to ewank the gear down miowmlly, They wers told to attespt
mawmmammﬁmmtm,mmaqMMytm
oppartuzity, (The condiifens in the carge ccupartment were worseming quickly,
und their courage was extmeordimry.)

Fortweisly, the left gesr free fell to the extonded pesitionm,
indicating safe in the coskpit. The Engiseer told w thet the right gear
was in teaoait and he sterted eranking It down,

About thie time, the Aireveft Comsmnder noticed that the lsft wing wes
mzmmummammm‘mmwmmmwo The
3.




Ajrveraft Comamndes sdirg in right sileron to cownterect &

tendeney of the sirplane to roll left. WW%M&WMH&W&

¢ four aile fimal, full pight ailevsn wes requived to beop the siveralt level,

If sny of the left ailerm was laft oo the wing, 11 was apparen

The wing five was insessing repidly in intemaity as the flre burned into

No 1 foel tank, The Co~plimt told Tay ¥iah to clesx the rumey, and we
The Aiveredt Commnder tald the Flignt Engineer

i the Lomdmmster to

come %o the fiight deck to strap {5, The Faginee:

dod, Tany were mwdersd to the flight dsck axyway

and tald to preveve:for & cresh lending
fimt the nope geer wes sifll retwmeted, #0d $old the Rugineer
mwmmmmwmﬁmm Perinps this uwss
fortwate, twmmmgmmmeﬁmmmamﬁ,mm
dmolk.

MWWQMMWﬂmﬁﬁmmwwnu

to hit the

sguiuet 1t beousse of ihe porsidAlity of hitting the only werking peopelier
on the Ieft side. The Wevighior and the lLosdmster slesved the flight deck
of triafosses sud paracintes. The Alrereft Commader geve the arder 1o
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Throughout the f1light, the Alrepaft Comssnder maintatesd 180 knots,
bleeding down toward & 1B-knot threshold speed st four miles., Toushdows
s 8% apwerimmtely 120 imots, on the rupwmy cewter 1lme, 150 foet dawn
1o hold the Pight wing up a2 long 6& posaidle. The right slde of the
and reversed sngives oo and tioee, with 1ittle mesult, Wik redueing
atrepeed, the atleron beswe Ineffectivs, and the right m Yegan dragging
viclantly to the right and ran off the rummy 2100 feei from the approach

As 1t aame to & Iali, {ke airpluve explofed, ol wes tempoewrity
euguifed in flsuse, which quickly retarded to the wing srea, but both #inge
 otmtinced to Durn viclemtly, The Englaser onlled for T-Bandles and Hushers
2, 3 and 4 five dandlse were pulied by ths Co-pilot,
tok, followed by the Mipigater and Flight Engloeer. The pllote both
osoaped through thelr windows, iversaw sseenblsd on the ground amd ren te
a safe position, 4t this time, the crew notfcsd one of the life yafts was
infleted and aitting on the left wing.

%e wove mot by subulances of the 251h Medfes) Battaliom and esmmined
st their dlspenonry, where we wore trented for minor ocuts and twulees,
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